
Codes Sheet........

Crime and mystery stories often feature riddles 
or messages in code. One of the most famous is 
the Sherlock Holmes story THE DANCING MEN. 
This is a SUBSTITUTION CIPHER where each 
stick figure stands for a letter of the alphabet. 

1. See if you can decode the following message. 
NOTE: A figure holding a flag means the end of 
a word. 

HIDING IN PLAIN SIGHT

There are lots of ways to write a coded message 
just using the alphabet.

You can write your message backwards

     EMAG  FI  TAHW  EHT YALP

Try exchanging letters. Swap the last letter of 
each word with the first letter of the next word.

     PLAT YHW EHAI TG FAME

Make the first letter of each line in a poem 
spell out a message, or the first letter of every 
word (this is the code used in A ROBOT ATE MY 
GRANDMA!)

Hairy Elephants 
Like Lazy Oranges

The RAILFENCE CODE jumbles the letters 
even more!

Split your message into two rows. The first letter 
goes on the top row, the second on the bottom, 
the third on top, fourth on the bottom, etc. Then 
put the two rows of letters into groups, with a dot 
to mark the end of a line. (see below)

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
See page 2 for more codes to try out.
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SYMBOLS

The PIG-PEN CODE looks really complicated 
and impossible to decode, but is actually very 
simple. Similar to the DANCING MEN cipher, 
the PIG-PEN uses a symbol for each letter in the 
alphabet.

2. Can you decode the following message?

More messages to DECODE

Each of the following texts has a secret message 
hidden inside using one of the codes described 
on this sheet. How many can you decipher?

3.  

STARY TOUS RTORW  
YITA   Q HUESTION

4.  

YROTS EHT ETIRW OT  
SEULC EHT WOLLOF

5. 

GVYU SOY GO TTE.  
IEOR TRA ODIL.

6. 

MAGICIANS EAT 
EXTRAORDINARILY TINY 
MEALS ESPECIALLY AFTER 

TRICKS DOUGHNUTS EATEN 
ALWAYS DISAPPEAR 

MAGICALLY AND NOBODY 
SEES CRUMBS OR VITAL 

EVIDENCE!

7.

Download the SOLUTIONS Sheet 
to check your answers.
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